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The lawfullneſſe of out ExpedinonintoEnGrt and 
manifeſted. 


S f:om the beginning till this time, wee have at- 
, tempted nothing prefumpruouſly in this great 
Worke of Reformation but hine proceed: d upon 
ood grounds, and haue beene lcd forward by the 
good hand of GOD, ſonow, from our owne petſwaſton, are 
wee ready to anſwer every one that askethus a reaſon of this 
our preſznt Expedition, which is one of the greateſt and moſt 
notable parts of this wonderfull Work of GOD , befceching 
all ro lift up their mindes aboue their owne particulars , and 
without prejudice or partiality to lay to heartthe conſiderati- 
os following. | | 
I. Asall menknow and confeſle, whatis the great force 
of neceflity,and how ir doth iuſtific ations otherwayes un- 
warrantable, So can it not bee denyed , but wee mult either 
ſecke our peace in Ex2/ardat this time , or Iye under three 
hcavy butthens, which we are not able to beare. Firſt , wee 
muſt maintaine Armies on the Bord-rs, and all places neareſt 
to hazard, for the defence and preſervation of our Countrey, 
which by our laying down of Arms, &disbanding of our For- 
ces should be quickly ouer-runneby hoſtile invaſion, andthe 
incurſio 1s of our enemies, Secondly, wee shall want all trade 
by ſea, which would not onely deprive the Kingdome of 
many necefſaries,but utterly undoe our Bourowes, Marchants, 
Marriners, and many others wholiuc by tishing and: by com- 
moditics exported, and imported, and whoſe particular cal- 
lings are utterly made voydby want of commerce with other 
Naions and Sca-trade. Thirdly , the Subiccts through the 
whole Kingdome $hall want adminiſtration of Iuftice : and 
although this time paſt;'the marvelous power & providence 
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of GOD hath keeped the Kingdome in order and quietne 
without o:dinary Judicatories fitting yet cannot this be ex- 
pedctcd for afterward, but all.shall turne to confufior.- Any one 
of the chree, much more all of them but togcther, threaten us 
with :noſt certaine ruine,unleſſe wee ſpeedily vſe the remed1 
of this Expedition. And this wee lay not from featc, 
but from fecling :for we haucalready fclt to our unſpeakable 
preiudice, what itis to maintaine Armies, what to want traf- 
fique, what to want adminiſtration of Tuſtice, And it the be- 
oinning of thoſc cvils be ſo heavy, what $hall the grouth and 
long continuance of them proue unto us, So miſerable a be- 
ing, all mcn would iudgero be worſe then no being. 

II. Jfwe conſider the nature and quality of this Expedi- 
tion, It is defcrſiue, & ſo the more iuſtifieible. For proofe 
hereof, letit be remembred: 1, The Kings Maieſty miſledde 
by the crafty and crucll fation of our adverſaries, began this 
yeares warte, not wee. W hen aiticles of-pacification had 
been the othet year agreed upon, Armes layed downe, Forts 
and Caſtels rendered, an aflembly kept and concluded with 
the preſence 8 conſent of his Maieſties high Commiſhoner, 
the promiſed ratification thereof in Parliament (contrary to 
the torcſaid Articles_) was he unto vs And when wee 
would have informed his Maicſtie by our Commiſhoners, of 
the 1caſons ard mannner ot our proceedings they gat not fo 
much as preſence or audience. Thereafter his Maicſty being 
content to heare them , before that rhey came ro Court 
or were hcard, warre was concluded againſt us at the Coun- 
cell table of England . & a Conuflion giuen to the Ealle of 
Northumberland for that fc : The Pailicment of Jeland 
ard Eng/and were alſo coruocat for grantirg Subſidies unto 
this warre againſt us, as it notour : plots hauc beene harched, 
and military preparations mow againſt us : many — 
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by fea, which haue-ſpoiled us of our ships 8 goods:men, wo- 
men, & chluldren killed in Edirbarghby his Maicſtics Forces 
1a the Caſtle:Our enemies therefore are- the authors and be- 
ginaers of the warre, and wee defenders onely. 2. Weintend 
notthe hurr of others, but our own peace and preſervation, 
. ncitherare weto offer any injury or violence : And therefore 
- have furnjshed ourſelves according to our power with all 
neceilars, not to fightat all, except wee bee forced to it in our 
own dctence, as our Declaration bearcth. 3. We hall retire 8: 
lay downe our Armes, affoon as we $hall geta ſure peace,and 
Shall be ſatiſfied in our iuſt demands, Vpon which ground e- 
venſome of thoſe who would ſeeme the greateſt Royaliſts, 
hold the warres of the Proteſtants in-France againſt the Ki 
& the faction of the Gx;/ffans to haue beene lawfull defenſive 
wars, becauſe they Were ever ready to disband & quiet them- 
ſelves when they goraſſurance of peace 8 liberty of Religi- 
on. Now this preſegt Expedition being inthe nature ofit : 4 
tcnitye, hence it appexreth, thatitis not contrary , but conſo« 
 bMtroourformer proteſtations, Informations, and Remon- 
- ſtrances: In all which,there is not one word againſt defenſive 
Warrc inthis cauſe : but ſtrong reaſons for ity all which milicat 
for this Expedition. Our firſt Information ſent to Eng/and 
this ycar, though it accurſcth all offenſive or invaſive warre, 
yetsheweth plainly , thatif we bee invadedeither by ſea or 
land, we muſt do as a man thar fighteth himſelfe our of priſon 
If a private man whcn his houſeis blocked vp, fo that he can 
haue no liberty of commerce & traffique to ſupply himſelfe 8 
his family , being alſo in continuall hazard of his life, not 
knowing when he $hall be aſſaulted by his enemies who lye 
in waite againit him, may inthis caſe moſt lawfully ſtep forth 
with the Forces which he can make, 8 fight himſelfe free : Cf 


how mych more worth is the whole Nation: and how hall 
ONE 


oneandthe ſame way of defence and liberation be allowed to 
a privat man, and diflowed taa Nation e 
ITI. Thirdly, wee are called to this expedition by that 
 Gamedivine providence and vocation which hath guided us hi- 
| therroin this great buſines. We ſee the expediency of it, for * 
' theglory of @0O D,for the good of the Church, foradvancing 
the Golpel,for our own peace,after ſecking of GOD, & beg- . 
-ing light and direction from Heaven, our heartesare inclined 
_ toit, GOD hathgiven us zcal and courage to proſecute it, abi- 
lity and opportunity for under-takingir, Inſtruments fitted for 
it,unanimous reſoluti6 upon it,ſcruples removed out of minds 
where they were harboured, encouragements to atchieve ir 
from many paſſages of divine providence, 8 namely from the 
proceedings of thelaſt Parliament in Exglazd, their grievances 
and defires being ſo homogeneall anda kinne to ours. we haue 
laboured in grcatlong-ſuffering by Supplications , Informati- 
ons, Commiſſions, and all other meanes poſſible to avoid this 
Expedition : Jt was not premeditate nor affeRed by us ( God 
k..owes,) but our enemies haue neceſſitar & redated us unto 
it, & that of purpoſe toſowe theſecd of Nationall quarrels ; 
yet as God hitherto hath turned all their plots againſt theme 
telues, and roeffeRs quite contrary to thoſe that they inten- 
ded : foare we hopefull,that our going into Exglezd, ſo much 
wished and deſired by our adverſaries tor producing a Natio« 
nall quarrell, shall fo farre diſappoint them of their aymes, 
that ir Shall link the two Nations together in ſtraiter 8: ſtrong » 
e bonds both of civill and Chriſtian love, then ever before. 
. Andthat we may ſee yerfurther evidences of a calling from 
God to this voyage , we may oblerve the order of the Lords 
ſteps and eociing inthis Work of Reformation. For,be- 
ginning at the groſle ron the Service book,and book of 
Canons,he hath follow _ ebacktrade of our defeion, = 
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he hath reformed the very firſt and ſmalleſt Novations, which - | C 
entered in this Church. But ſo it is that this backe trade lea-: | li 
deth yet further, to the Prelacy in Eng/and, the fountaine , V 
whence all thoſe Babilonish ſt: eames iflud unto us: The Lord . 1 
therefore is ſtill onthe back trade , and wee following him Þ 
therein,can nor yet be at a ſtay. Yea; we truſt, that hce shall ſo Ee 
follow forth this trade as to chaſe home the beaſt &. the falſe Þ 
prophet to Rome,and from Kome out of che world. Befides,this F 
third conſideretion reſulteth from the former two ; for if this N 
Expedition be neceſſary, 8& if itbe defenſive,then it followeth tl 
tuevitably,that we are called uatoit,for our neceffary detencis As 

« warranted, yea commanded by the Law of God.and Nature, I« 
and we are oblidged to it in our Covenant... tt 
IV. Fowthly, the lawfulnefle of this Expedition appear- © 
eth:ifwe conſider the party, againſt whom : whichis not the 
Kingdome of England, bur the Canterburian faftion of Pa- :B1 
pfls, Atheiſts, Arminians, Prelats, the miſleaGers of the Kings '3: 
Majeſty, and the common enemies of both Kiugdomes. We 
perſwade our ſelves,thatour Brethren and neighbours .in E:g- 
land will never bee ſo evilladviſed, as to make themſclues a ol 
party againſt us by their defence and patrociny of our enemies 
among them , as ſometime the Benjamiter-made themſelves' ha 
a party againſt the //raelites, by detencing the Gibeathites in. Iy 
their wicked cauſe, Jude. 20 We pray God to give themthe © 
wiſdome ofthe wiſe woman in Abel, who when 1oab came w 
neare to her city with-an Army , found out a way which both co 
keeped Joab from being an enemy to the City , andthe City to 
| from beingan enemy to him, 2 Sam. 20, As touching the pro- lo! 
viſion and furniture of our Army in England , it shall be fuch R« 
a5 is uſed among Friends,not among cnenues- The 1ule of hu= an 
Manity and gratitude will teach them ro funish us with ne- en 
&fleries, when as beſide the procuiirg of our OWne peace, we 
oe 
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| doegoodofficestothem. They deteſt {(weknow ) the chur. 
; lichnes of N+a/,who refuſed viQuals ro David and his men, 


' who had donethem good andno evill, i. Sam 20. And the 
inhumanity ofthe men of Szccoth and Pexuell, who denyed 
bread ro Gideons Army, when he was perſuing the common 
enemies ofall Iſrael. J#dg 8. Butlet the Eno/75h doe of their 
benevolence what humanity and diſcretion will teach them , 
For our own part, our Declaration showeth , that wee ſceke 
not victuals fornought, but for money or ſecurity : And if 
this should be refuſed ( which we shallnever expe) it were 
as damnable as the barbarous cruelty of Edom and Moab,who 
refuſed toler 1/-ae! paſſe through their Countrey , or to give 
them bread and water in any caſe, Nu, 2 0. Juds. 11. and this 
Offence the Lord accounted fo inexpjable , that for ithee ac- 
curſed the Edomites and Moabites from entering into the con- 
Sregation of the Lord unto the tenth generation, Deut. 2 I, 
J V. The fifth conſideration concerneth the end for which 
this voyage is under-taken. Wee haue atteſted the ſearcher 
ofhearts, It is not to execute any difloyall a& againſt the 
Kings \Vajeſty, It is not to put forth a cruell or vindictiue 


' handagainſt our adverſaries in Eng/and, whom we defire one- 


ly to be iudged and cenſured by their own honourable 8 high 
Court of Parliament ; It is not to enrich our ſelves with the 
wealth of £ng/and , nor to doe any harme thereto: But by the 
contrary wee shall gladly beſtow our paines and our meanes 
to doe them all the good wee can ,, which they might juſtly 


look for at our hands, for the help which they made us at our 


Reformation,in freeing us from the French, a bond of peace 
and love betwixt them and us to-9ll generations. Our conſct- 
ence,and GOD whois greatei then our conſcience bearethus 
record,that we aime altogether at the glory of GOD, proce 
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ofbeth Nations, & honour of the King ir ſuppreſſing and pii; 
——_ alegHl way of thoſe who are the rroublers- of 17% 
rael, the fire-brands ofhell,, the Korehr, the Balaamr, thd 
-Doege , the Rabshakahr,the Hamanethe Tobiabs and Sauk ath 
lats of our time which done we are fatiſfied, Neither haud 
we begunto\.ſe a military Expedition to England as a meand 
for compaſſing thoſe our pious endes; till all other meana 
which wee could think upon haue failed us, and this: alone 
left ro us as u/timwm & nnicum remedium, the laſt and only re 
medy, | -F | 
| Vi. Sixtly, if the Lord shall bleſle us in this our Expeditd | 
on, and our Intentionssball notbe croſſed by our own finned 
and miſcarriage,or by the oppoſition of the Englich, the frajy 
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$hall be ſweet, and the effects comfortable to both Nation 
tothe Poſterity,and to the reformed Kirkes abroad : Scortgyd | 
chall be reformed as at the beginning 9 the Reformation ; 
Engl/andlong prayedand pleadcd for by the Godly therezshd 
be according totheir wishes and defires perteRedin do@ring | 
worship,and diſcipline, Papiſts,Prelats,and all the m embers 
the Anachriſtian Hierarchy, with ther Idolatry, Superſtitiod 
and humane Inventions shall pack them hence; the names 4 
Seds & Separatiſtsshall no more be mentioned,andthe Lod' | 
challbe one,and is Name one throughout the whole Ita 

whic nshalbe glory to God, honour tothe King, joy tothe Ki 
domes,comfort tothe poſterity, example to other Chiifty) | 
Kitkes,and confulionto theinconigible enemjes, * To 
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